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therefore, have the nomination entirely in their own
hands;1 and, except in the larger cities, a candidate
owes his position largely to local influence and personal
interests.2 Sometimes he has won prominence by a
clever speech at a local meeting. Sometimes he has
earned gratitude by services rendered in his profession,
or otherwise.3

After the candidate is nominated, his first care is to
issue his programme, and under the system of single
electoral districts, each candidate, as has already been
observed, has a separate programme, which expresses
only his particular views. The active campaign is car-
ried on by means of placards posted on walls and
fences, which make a great show, but win few votes;
and what is far more effective, by means of newspapers
and the stump.4 The stump, curiously enough, is used

France, pp. 22-24; Reinach, La Politique Opportuniste, 186-88 ; Laffitte,
op. tit., pp. 64-69.

1  Since the system of scrutin de liste has been given up and the single
electoral districts have "been reestablished, the matter is said to have
become somewhat more simplified.   It is stated that the nominating com-
mittees are now formed, at least in many cases, without any meeting of
delegates from the communes ; and that their function lies not in the
selection of a candidate, but rather in helping the candidate in whose
behalf they have been organized, and acting as his sponsors.   (See Alfred
Naquet, " The French Electoral System," North American Rev., vol. 155,
p. 466.   But see Charles Benoist, " De TOrganization du Suffrage Uni-
versel," Revue des Deux MondestJuly 1, 1895, pp. 15-20.)    However this
maybe, the close relations between the deputy and a small self-consti-
tuted clique of local politicians, which is the essential point in the French
electoral system, remains very much the same.

2  Simon, Nos Hommes d'Etat, pp. 24-25.
8 Chaudordy, La France en 1889, p. 96.

4 Alfred Naquet, "The French Electoral System," North American
Rev., vol. 155, pp. 468-70.